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Targeting

“Food.” "errands,” "under-
ted,” aud "practical services”
aresaane of the lerms residents
asspeiate with the Thorean/De-
polares Prequendly overiooked
by (he shadov of Concond Cen-
ter, Covncerd residents are
worldng to assure the future
vitrancy i the ThoremvDepot
mva. The Thareaw/Depot Task
Force, a snbeomimitiee of the
Villages Commities, is focus-
g on issnes that isclude traf-
fie improvements, pedestrian
ehhancensents and growih po-
tergial ralred througls its pul-
lie process as well as evaluat-
ing the Cecit Grougs planping
options for Thoreaw/Depol.

[

" Sirrce April, the ThoreawDe- |

pot Task Fonve has participated
e extensive public outreach
crampaign, assesaing the plan-
ning opfions for ThoreawDe-
padarea with its unique devel-
upment opportunitios, existing
niized nses ant potential for
expansion. The subcommitiee
réceived public commonts that
lavored maintaining the diver-
shty of business uses and-to-
cal convenience, while re-
questing changes to expand
commarier parldng and Jirt the
wunber of professional affices
i Ftorefronts on Thoreau
Street. Residents also ex-
pressed interesi in encourag-
frig more vestavrants and en-
terfannent options for youger
remidents. )

In response to public com- . -

ments, the Cecil Group devised
three design atlernatives for
the Thoreaw/Tepot, varying the
degree of potential change
(ranging from low, to modei-
ale, to high). Some of the plan-
ning topics sugpested by the
Cecit Group are:
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Tage

Parking management strate-
gles;

Encourage rmore mixed use
developrment;

hoprove the “streetscape;”
and

Cornsider encouraging pro-
{essional office use in existing

E e i i R

LTourtesy phote
At the public workshop held back in April; Concord residents exgage over map of the
Thorean/Depot ares. -

houses adjacent to the business
area. .

With the Cecil Group offer-
ing these ideas at the July pub-
lic meeting, the ThoreawDepot

Task Faree began assessing the

options (For details of public
comments and the Cecil

Group’s alternatives, go
www.concordvilinges.org).

Suzanne Fondriest, task
force menibet, views the Ce-
cil Group's three options as “out,
vy and as-1s,” meaning, re-
spectively, expanding mixed
use.alopg Sudbury Road to link
the ThoreawDepot area with
Concord Ceénter; encouraging
uses upward into a second
story; and maintaining curvent
uses, while adding aesthetic en-
haneements. The task force is
looking at the various sugges-
tions, which inchsde:

1) Improving traffic fow

. through Sudbury Road and

Thoreau Stieet intersection to
address the major issue of raf

fic congestion. Recommenda-

tions will be ta further stady
the possibility of coordinating
the traffic signals at the Sud-
bury Road/Thoreau Street in-
lersection with the commuter

- train and to assess creation of

a turning lane on Thoreau
Street, along with exploring
other traffic catving techniques;

2) lmplementing parking
management straegies io pro-
vide gnaranteed parldng for res-
idents, commuters, employees
and visitors/customers;

3) Encouraging greater di-
versity of retail businesses with
recomreendations to continue

design for the Thoreau/Depot area

promoting x variety of inte;
pendent stores 25 a mean
contiruing economit grow

4) Creating a more attrac
streetscape by erthancing pe
trian connections on Thor
and on Sudbyry Road near
conmuvrter radl, 1o make it
appealing (i.e. ingrease foot
fir) for local businesses; o

53 Exsnmining the poter
development of the ares;:
ommendaiions will kely
chuide further study of the «
rect T of housing, comn
cial, office and retail wses
e possibility of expanding
ited business use down &
bury Road.

The task force will pres
its Teedback to the Villa
Commitiee in late Septem
or early-October; awaiting
Cecll Groups’ report. in O«
ber, and afterwiards will
another pubfic meeting to
ceive additional comment:
the conguitant’s repors.

Next week, the last art
i this series will focus on ¥
Concord, This article will ay
highlight the pahlic conune
give an overview of the Ce
Groug's planning aptions
preview the work of the ¥
Concord Task Force ast
prepare to malke their rec:
mendafions to the consulta




